
Fretwork THEORY

Circle of Fifths Chart for Guitar
All 12 major keys, their relative minors and key signatures, with how guitarists use it.
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MAJOR KEYS

outer ring

Minor keys: inner ring

Clockwise = up a 5thCounterclockwise = up a 4th

Find the chords of any key

Put your finger on the key. Its neighbors left and right are the IV
and V chords. The three minor keys under those three are the
ii, iii and vi chords. Example in G: G, C, D, Em, Am, Bm.

Guitar-friendly keys

The green keys (C, G, D, A, E) use open chords. For the others,
use a capo: Capo 1 + C shapes = D♭, capo 3 + G shapes = B♭, capo
1 + E shapes = F.

Number of sharps or flats

The small label outside each key is its key signature. Going clockwise from C adds one sharp each step; counterclockwise adds one flat.
F♯ major and G♭ major are the same notes (enharmonic), as are D♭ and C♯.

See the circle of fifths in action, with chords you can hear, in the Fretwork theory lessons. Start free.guitarfretwork.com/signup
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