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How to Read Chord Diagrams

A labeled chord diagram, the same chord on the guitar and in tab, and how to read barre and fret-number
diagrams.

Chord name \c

O = play this string open
X =don't play this string \>< O ./CK

Thick line = the nut (top of the neck)

e / Dot = press here. Number = finger
e './ Horizontal lines = frets

The note each string plays

Vertical lines = strings. Low E on the left

THREE MORE THINGS YOU WILL SEE

F D c

e 0
X 5 1
G 0
S s | QR : 0
@ : 3
E X
Barre: along bar with a1 means lay your "5fr": the top line is fret 5, not the nut. Start The same C chord written as tab: top line =
index finger flat across every string it the shape at the fifth fret. high e, numbers = frets, x = don't play.

covers.

Common mistakes
Reading the diagram mirrored (low E is on the left), pressing on top of the fret instead of just behind it, and strumming strings marked
X. Check each string one at a time: it should ring clearly.
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